
Desert Ride at Starlight Ranch NE of Rosamond CA
February 16-18, 2018

We normally go into town (Rosamond 1/2 hr away) Friday night
for dinner at our favorite Mexican restaurant. There is an Albertsons,
convenience stores and gas stations there. A Simple Breakfast to be
provided at 9:00am Saturday and Sunday. Potluck Dinner Saturday,
we will provide pulled pork or deep pit beef. We need RSVP by
February 12th. Need to bring water and anything else they want to
drink. Some beds available but need to secure with us. Bed rolls tents
and whatever is needed for general camping. Terrain is simple to
difficult depending on trail with all trails being packed to loose desert
soils that are easy on the hoofs. Coyotes and Jack rabbits mice and
desert rats for local animals. There are snakes but I have never seen
one and we have done a lot of cross country out there. Most of the
trails/roads are a gradual climb but depends on what you want to do.
There is one that goes up to the PCT but would be a long ride. Clean
up needs to be done behind horses and distribute outside fence. Take
out all other that you bring in. There is a new outhouse on the
property and a flush toilet in the house. May want to bring your own
toiletries to be safe.

The gate at the ranch will be open at noon on the 16th and property will be cleared and gate closed
by 2pm Sunday the 18th
Directions: Starlight Ranch is already tagged on google maps if you use that .
The map shows traveling on what is called Aqueduct RD but you want to go 30’ further on Backus
Rd to what we call Upper Aqueduct RD where you will see a large Rock painted with a Smiley Face.
Although the lower road can be used to get there, there are more obstacles and a large dip that
larger trailers may have issues with.
Take CA Hwy 99 south to CA Hwy 58 East out of Bakersfield to Tehachapi about 43 miles. Exit at
Tehachapi Blvd and go Right on Tehachapi Blvd. Loves Truck Stop will be on your Right. Continue on
Tehachapi Blvd for 1 mile and go Right on Willow Springs Road and follow for 16.0 miles where you
will turn Right on Backus RD. Backus RD is paved for about 1.2 miles When you come to the end of
the pavement you will see a dirt road to the right that you will proceed on. The rest of the trip is on
dirt roads. You will continue on Dirt Backus RD over a short bridge and on to Upper Aqueduct RD.
You will see a large rock painted with a Smiley Face. Turn left and continue on Upper Aqueduct RD
for 3.6 miles to 140th St. There will be a curved dirt road leading to the right onto 140th St and most
will want to take that. You will see a sign on your left that says Starlight Ranch. Go left before the
sign and drive straight back about 100 feet and through the gate to the ranch.
You will need to bring water for overnight stays. The ranch is cyclone fenced but horses/stock will
need to be tied up. There are just 3-4 highline areas first come first serve. There are some bed
opportunities in the house and out buildings on the property but please call to claim.
Jim and Doug Laber will be hosting the ride at the Starlight Ranch which is owned by Family. We
will have a generator there that gives us lights in the house in the evenings. There is a large patio
and fire pit for gatherings. Firewood if you have it will help and we will be bringing some out with
us. It can get very cold and or very windy at the ranch so be prepared for that.
Jim Laber
Cell: 559-250-7906


