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Presidents Message
For the second year in a 
row, the memorial ride 
has been canceled. With 
forest closures planning 
rides has proven to be a 
real challenge. So far the 
coast is open to riding at 
Montana de Oro. 

Coming up in Oct. the 
MDO Coastal Mounted 
Assistance will be having 
a ride at Montana de Oro. 

This is not a BCHC event, but a fun ride.  Also in 
Oct. will be the state Rendezvous in Tulare at the fair 
grounds. This will take place Oct. 29-31.  Come and 
see what is going on in the state and pick up some 
tips from the clinicians.

Nov. will be our elections, place to be decided.  If 
you or anyone you know are interested in  running 
please let a board member know.  Dec. 11th will be 
our annual Christmas dinner, save the date and plan 
to attend. 

Thanks to all our unit members who continue to 
make this such a great unit.

Hope to see you soon at one of the events.  Thanks to 
all who continue to participate and those of you who 
continue to be part of our unit.  Don't forget if you 
would like to sponser a ride we would be glad to have 
your input.

Remember to stay in the saddle.  The ground is hard.

Joe Kaminski
President
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Find the Hidden Hoof Print!      

First person to �nd the hidden hoof print in this
newsletter and email Jim Laber @ jim@visaliaidea.com 

Will Get A Free 
BCHCSJSU Long Sleeve Color T-Shirt

GOOD LUCK!



October 29-31, 2021October 29-31, 2021
Tulare County FairgroundsTulare County Fairgrounds

CONTESTS:

• Trail Obstacle 
  Challenge

• Packing 
  Contests

• Dutch Oven 
  Competition

• Western Art 
  Show

ADMISSION IS FREE!ADMISSION IS FREE!

JOIN THE FUN:
• Auction 
• Raffles
• Kids Corral
• Classes
• Shopping
• Dinners
• Leave No Trace
• Camping
• Beer, Wine & 
   Cheese Tasting
• BLM Wild Horse
   & Burro Adoption
• & More

CLINICIANS:
• Lee & Jennifer 
  Roeser
  McGee Creek 
  Pack Station

• JoDe Collins
  Double C's
  Performance 
  Mules & Donkeys

• Loni Langdon
  Masterson Method

• The Ride Foundation
   Horse Gentling Demo

Western Singer
Gary Gragnani

LIVE MUSIC:

THE BACKCOUNTRY HORSEMEN OF CALIFORNIA PROUDLY PRESENT THE

BCHCALIFORNIA.ORG

Preserving Our Trails for Future GenerationsPreserving Our Trails for Future Generations

RENDEZVOUSRENDEZVOUS

CLICK FOR REGISTRATION FORM

http://www.bchcalifornia.org/docs/2021Rendy/2021RendyRegistrationPacket.pdf






2021 Calendar
Board Meetings are on the 1st Tuesday of the month. All members are welcome to attend. Board  
meetings start at 6:30 pm at the Clovis Elks Lodge, 535 Woodworth Ave. (Bullard & Woodworth).

Calendar & Ride schedule is on-going, and new events and rides will be published when confirmed. 
Note: Dates and events are subject to change or cancellation; calling the contact person is recommended 
or checking www.bchcsjsu.org

2021 
April 6	 Board Meeting
April	 Jody Collins Mule and Donkey Clinic(horses welcome)
April 10	 Trail Trial-Desensitization-Fun Day
April 24	 Clovis Parade
May 1	 Shaver Camp Opening 
May	 Begining Packing and Ride
May 4	 Board Meeting
May 15-16	 Shaver Trail Project/Get Together Potluck
May 19	 General Meeting
May 22-23	 Big Meadows Work Party  Contact Joe 559 909-0505
May 25-30	 Bishop Mule Days (non BCHC event) 
June 8	 Board Meeting
June 10-11	 Cara Ride.  Limit 7
June 12-13	 Maxson Meadows Work Party Contact Joe 559 909-0505
June 26-July 2	 Edison work party Contact Joe 559 909-0505
July 6	 Board Meeting 
July  8-12	 MDO  Coast Ride/Camp Out  Click for Info/Reservation Form
Aug 3	 Board Meeting
Aug  21	 Poker Ride Shaver Lake Fishing Camp access road.
Sept 7	 Board Meeting 
Sept 11	 BCHC SJSU Memorial Ride Location TBA
Oct 5	 Board Meeting
October 7-11	 Coastal Mounted Unit MDO (non BCHC event)
Oct 29-31	 Rendezous
November 2	 Board Meeting
November 6	 Play Day/General Meeting Elections Meeting.
November 20 	 Fredi’s celebration of life. Clovis Veterans Memorial at 2:00 pm
December 7	 Board Meeting 
December 11	 Christmas Dinner 



BBQ Dutch Oven Chicken and Potatoes 
This BBQ Dutch Oven Chicken and Potatoes recipe couldn’t be easier, and it will 
absolutely be a big hit on your next camping trip. 

INSTRUCTIONS:

1.	Make sure your coals are burning nicely. Place dutch oven on top and put bacon in dutch oven.

1.	Cook bacon until cooked. Drain most of the excess grease  
	 (you want to keep probably 1/4 cup in the dutch oven)

1.	Add onions, potatoes, chicken breasts, onion, butter, and BBQ sauce into the dutch oven.

1.	Cover with lid and make sure there are 14 coals underneath the the dutch oven and 12 on top.

1.	Cook about 35-50 minutes, or until the chicken is done.

INGREDIENTS:

• 3-4 large chicken breasts

• 1 package of bacon

• 5 small potatoes, sliced into  
  1/4 – 1/2 inch slices

• 1 red onion, chopped

• 1 lb butter, optional

• 1 bottle of your favorite BBQ sauce

• 26 coals

Is there any activity that you would like to sponsor? We are always looking to improve the club and making it 
fun for all members. Please submit your ideas, kaminskiclan@gmail.com. You may call 559.909 0505 and I will 
get back to you.

Joe Kaminski
President

Remember to check for any Unit updates at our Web Site: 

www.bchcsjsu.org for the San Joaquin/Sierra Unit, 

www.bchcalifornia.org for the State Web Site

The purpose of this publication is to keep its members in- formed on important issues that affect all horsemen 
and to inform the membership on up-coming events within the unit. The views and opinions expressed in this 
newsletter are those of the editor & authors and not necessarily shared by BCHC.
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San Joaquin Sierra Unit

Board Meeting  Aug. 3, 2021

Call to order: 6:35 
Flag salute
Roll Taken: President: Joe Kaminski, Vice President: Ruth Cramer, Secretary: Carol Kaminski, Treasurer: Gary Van Sickle
Directors:  Sue Van Sickle,  Jan Mikkelson, Marcee Hansen, Debbie MeDougald, Past President Duane Peverill 
Minutes review and approved:  1st Duane,  Sue 2nd.
Correspondence:  
Committee reports:
Education: 
Membership: 1 Cathy Albertson
Newsletter:  Articles due Aug 20.  Looking for articles.
Public lands: Jose`Basin - open
Sunshine:  Jim Dixon - Annie retired 
Shaver Lake:  Ruth to meet with Patrick Hansen for poker ride.  Reservations coming in.
Big Meadows:  Toilet pumping bill received.
OLD BUSINESS. 1.  Poker Ride - auction items needed.   Board voted to spend 	 $200.  Marcee to purchase.  Duane 1st, 
Debbie 2nd.  Passed.  Gary and Sue to bring tables.  Duane to provide bags for poker tickets.  Gary to provide raffle tickets.  
Water bottles in ice chest at horse camp.  Pat - chili beans.  Cara to haul toilets.  
2.  Redezvous - $100 check to High Sierra to sponsor belt buckle for Trail Challenge.  Ruth 1st, Duane 2nd.  Passed. Duane to 
send blast stating need for Rendezvous help.  Rendezvous meeting Aug. 3.  Joe to check on Health certificates for  
food vendors.
3.  Trailer law update - no opposition.  Mathis said no opposition. Should pass. 
2021 Events 
Aug. 21 Shaver Lake Poker Ride
Sept. 11 Memorial Ride  location- Big Meadows/ Dessert auction  to be held.
Oct. 7-11 Coastal Mounted Ride (non-club)        
RENDEVZOUS   Oct. 29-31.
Nov. 6 Election meeting
Dec. 11 Christmas dinner 
2.  Rendezvous  Help needed.
3.  Trailer law change - passed 1st committee. 
NEW BUSINESS:  
Next meeting Sept.7,2021 
Adjorn 7:15 Ruth 1st, Duane 2nd



2021 OFFICERS/DIRECTORS

President 
Joe Kaminski, 559.909 0505        
kaminskiclan@gmail.com     

Vice President
Ruth Cramer, 559 417  3878         
racramer@outlook.com

Secretary
Carol Kaminski, 559-733-9170 
kaminskiclan@gmail.com

Treasurer
Gary Van Sickle, 559-288-0301
gwvansickle@outlook.com

DIRECTORS
Term Expires at end of year:

Marcee Hansen, 559-977-9472
jamn4jabez@yahoo.com
2022 

Susan Van Sickle 559-779-4105 
gwvansickle@gmail.com
2022 

Jan Mikkelson, 
jessecowboy@comcast.net  
2022

Jim Laber, 559-250-7906
jimlaber218@gmail.com
2021 

Doug Laber, 559-786-6634
douglaber@gmail.com
2021  

Steve Naylon, 559 284-7478 
scnaylom@hotmail.com
2021

Debbie McDougald, 559 905 268              
ladypacker@netptc.net
2021

COORDINATORS

Membership/Mailing Coordinator
Jan Mikkelson, 
jessecowboy@comcast.net 

Public Lands Liaison
Joe Kaminski, 559-733-9170 
kaminskiclan@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor
Jim Laber, 559-250-7906 
jim@visaliaidea.com 

Education Coordinator 
OPEN

Sunshine
Pat Peverill, 559-824-1119
ppeverill@sebastiancorp.net
 
Shaver Lake Camp Host
Ruth Cramer, 559-417-3878    
racramer@outlook.com

Web Wrangler
Duane Peverill, 559-908-3138 
wpeverill@sebastiancorp.net

Facebook
Paige Stambach, 559-909-3930 
paigestambach@gmail.com

Big Meadows Horse Camp
Jim Knabke, 559-299-3254
jjknabke@comcast.net

ADVISORS
￼
Past President
William Duane Peverill 
559-908-3138   
wpeverill@sebastiancorp.net



KIDS CORNER
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Con�ibuting to yo� success,

one impression at a time!

Stay Safe Everyone 

and Happy Trails
The Lighter Side

Q:	 What do you call a scary horse in the dark?
A: 	 A nightmare!

Q:	 What disease was the horse scared of getting?
A:	 Hay fever!

Q:	 What do you call a horse that lives next door?
A:	 Your neigh-bor!

Q:	 Why do horses like to fart when they buck?
A:	 Because they can't achieve full horse power  
	 without gas.

WELCOME TO OUR 
NEW MEMBERS!

Kristine Kassahn, Fresno
Renee Badertscher, Fresno

Amy Crawford and Terlinde Hannes, Brentwood
Cheryl Bernard, Lemoore

James & Nicky Henderson, Woodlake
Lupe Ibarra, Merced

Calli Shanley, Bakersfield
Susan Hamar, Prather

Lisa Curry, Prather
David Stout, Auberry

James and Nicky Henderson, Woodlake
Kevin Meikle, Clovis



BIG MEADOWS OR 
GRANTS GROVE
Well, we started with a destination in mind for a day ride. 
We had heard from good sources that they had opened Big 
Meadows back up the 15th of September but here we were 
at the gate and it was all locked up. They had closed back 
up Friday evening because of the KNP fire and fire safety in 
general. We wanted to ride but had noticed taped off entries 
to all the trails we saw on the way up. Never having rode the 
trails around Grants Grove and hearing it was a good trail 
system we decided to drive over and see if it was open. Upon 
arrival it was in fact open so we got the horses saddled up 
and started out. Now mind you the trails around there are 
open to horses but the Grant tree, Gamlin Cabin and the 
Fallen Monarch are normally foot traffic only with paved trail. 
Because of the closures traffic was very light and we were able 
to walk the horses past all these but normally there would 
be a docent there to restrict access. Up the trail we found the 
northern boundary trail which led us onto the Manzanita 
trail which brought us to the Azalea Trail and then the Sunset 
Trail. We wound up finding and clearing trees on both the 
Manzanita and Azalea trail and came across a few trees in the 
trail too large for our small Silky saws but overall the trail was 
in good condition with good work arounds. The trails had 
ample shade good footing and plenty of up-hill, down-hill, 
switch backs, and bridges to challenge us and our rides. We 
usually get a half a dozen rides up to Weaver Lake during the 
riding season and overall this was an unexpected great ride 
and we got 8.5 -10.2 miles depending on whose tracking app 
you believe. Yes I will be adding this one in for an annual 
excursion at least. Most TOPO map apps show the trails 
around Grants Grove and the village but fail to name them. 
There are good markers at trail intersections. Although my 
app tracked well on the trail we only knew which one we were 
on by reading the markers. If you go you will want to follow 
the signs for RV and Bus parking and have a map so you know 
where the trail heads are.

GENERAL GRANT TREE
The General Grant Tree is the second-largest tree in the world, 
standing 267 feet tall, and nearly 29 feet wide at the base.

The General Grant Tree, the second-largest sequoia in the 
world, is a 3,000-year-old wonder and the centerpiece of 
Grant Grove in Kings Canyon National Park.

A massive specimen of Sequoiadendron giganteum, General 
Grant measures almost 270 feet tall and 107 feet around at its 
base. The tree was named in 1867 to honor Ulysses S. Grant, 
and was coined "the Nation's Christmas Tree" by President 
Calvin Coolidge. It is one of the "biggest" attractions in 
America's national park system.

Visit the historic Gamlin Cabin and the Fallen Monarch along 
this 1/3 mile (.5 km) paved trail. North and west of the Kings 
Canyon Visitor Center 1 mile (1.6 km).



www.bchcsjsu.org

Make sure you check out our website for 
updates on the Home page, Calendar page, 
and Newsletters. We also have a Photos page 
of our latest activities. 

If you have any photos send them to  
Duane at wpeverill@sebastiancorp.net

www.bchcsjsu.org

Attention

Your SJS Unit Board of Directors would like to invite  
any of our members to attend the monthly Board 
meetings or General meetings. It is important all 
directors have the same opportunity to hear the 
information, concerns or suggestions you wish to share. 
We are volunteers doing our best to keep our Unit 
informed and working smoothly. Refer to the newsletter 
for the information regarding times and location of 
upcoming meetings.

Respectfully,

Joe Kaminski

"Travel Advantage"

Dear BCHC Members

Check out the latest edition of "Travel Advantage", @
www.ytbtravel.com/bchc a travel newsletter full of terrific 
deals from YTB, our BCHC travel partner. The newsletter 
is chock full of great ideas for anyone's next getaway! You 
can download an icon to your computer desktop for instant 
connection to the BCHC Getaway website.

Please forward "Travel Advantage" newsletter to your friends 
and family and other BCHC supporters. The more we get the 
word out, the more people will use the BCHC Getaway travel 
site to take advantage of great rates on hotels, flights, rental 
cars and other travel-related items, the more BCHC will earn 
for our Treasury!!

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions 
about the travel site, how it works or what BCHC earns 
by participating in this great opportunity. Thank you for 
supporting and promoting BCHC Getaway!!

C.J. Hargreaves
BCHC Editor/Travel Site Coordinator
cjohargreaves@verizon.net

Advertising Rates

Classified Ads
$.10/word with a 20 word minimum ($2.00), 
$.50 a line after that.

Display Ad Rate per issue
Business Card Size, $8.00, 	 1/2 page, $35.00,

1/4 page, $20.00, 	 Full Page, $50.00

Prices are subject to change without notice. All prices 
are for one month, due the 10th of the month. Editor 
reserves the right to refuse inappropriate ads.

All paid Ads include an E-mail Blast to all members 
with current emails

Your Full Service Realtor
Jessica Gabrielson
Realtor, GRI, SRES, SFR, ASP
DRE#01338726

559.905.7724
Office 559.322.6020
Fax 559.321.6044
jgabrielson@guarantee.com 

1275 N. Willow Ave.
Clovis, CA 93619

"I don't horse around when it 
comes to selling your porperty"



BCHCSJSU SHIRTS

Order you BCHCSJSU 
Trail Work/Riding Shirt

To order call Gary Van Sickle with size and quanity.

____________     X   $14.65 each  __________________  

Make checks payable to BCHCSJUS and send to:

Attn: Gary Van Sickle
 BCHCSJSU
 P.O. Box 25693
 Fresno, CA 93729-5693

(Qty) (Total)

On the trails we work and ride we share the trail with others, that at times 
have trouble seeing us because of shadows and various modes of 
transportation used,especially in non wilderness designated areas. 

For that reason your unit board of directors has made this shirt availble for 
safety on trail rides and work parties as well as a way to promote our unit 
and its activities.

TRAIL CREW



Backcountry Horsemen  
of California  
 
MEMBERSHIP  
APPLICATION    PARENT UNIT AFFILIATION:  (Select and CHECK a Unit as your Affiliation)  
           

       New         Renewal                 
        

      Change              
______________________             
   (indicate change) 

  

DCTR (your Membership Number):___________________  (For new memberships - will be assigned by Membership Chair) 

________________________________________________  ___________________________________________________________ 

MEMBER’S NAME – No Business Names, Print Clearly    SPOUSE/Co-MEMBER’S NAME – MUST SHARE SAME ADDRESS 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Street Address/PO Box 

____________________________     ______     ____________________-______       (           )________________________________ 
City        State        Zip Code (full 9 digits if known)         Area Code    Phone number 

Email Address:  _____________________________________________________________________________(please print legibly)  

Donation to BCHC Education Fund (tax deductible) $________________________________________________________________ 

Total Enclosed:  $________________________________________________  Check No. ___________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

MAIL TO:   BCHC 
MEMBERSHIP 

1280 State Rt. 208 
Yerington NV 89447  

  

 

 

 

Parent Unit Membership Types (Check one)  

     Individual $50      Family $60   2 Year Individual $90    2 Year Family $110    3 Year Individual $125    3 Year Family $150 

Young Adult (18-25 years old) $15 – Benefactor $100 – Patron $250 – Mt. Whitney $500 

Associate Memberships:  An Additional $15 PER UNIT is added to your Parent Unit Dues 

Associate Memberships Unit Affiliations MAY NOT BE FOR THE SAME UNIT AS YOUR PARENT UNIT 

Associate Membership for:_________________________________________________________ $15.00/Unit 
    Unit Name (from above list)  
 Associate Membership for: _________________________________________________________ $15.00/Unit 
    Unit Name (from above list) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                    Add additional choices here 

Please clip form along dashed line and keep the below portion for your records 
 

Parent BCHC Membership Types 
Individual, Family, (Shared*), Benefactor, Patron, and Mt. Whitney 

A Parent Membership is affiliated with a single Local Unit.  
BCHC members may NOT hold more than ONE active Parent 
Membership. 

*A SHARED Membership is for two adults with differing last names who 
share a common address. 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIPS 
These special Memberships are only available to persons already holding 
Parent BCHC Membership.  No one may sign up for an Associate 
Membership without 1) having registered one of the Parent Membership 
types, and 2) having selected Parent Unit affiliation.  

Complete information regarding BCHC Membership is 

available on the MEMBERSHIP TAB at 
bchcalifornia.org 

or call (775) 463-3634 

KEEP FOR YOUR RECORDS 
I submitted an Application Form for a new - 
   

 Individual Membership   $ 50.00 
 Family (Shared) Membership  $ 60.00 
 Young Adult (18-25 years old)  $ 15.00 
 2 Year Individual    $ 90.00 
 2 Year Family    $110.00 
 3 Year Individual    $125.00 
 3 Year Family    $150.00 
 Benefactor Membership   $100.00 
 Patron Membership   $250.00 
 Mt. Whitney Membership   $500.00 

On that form, I also requested: 
____________ Associate Memberships  $________ 
My Total Remittance:   $________ 
My Check Number:  ____________________ 
Date Mailed:  __________________________ 

Verification of 
BCHC 
membership is 
available via (1) 
BCHC unit 
president’s 

reports (2) 
BCHC 
membership 
chair reports (3) 
a self- addressed 
stamped 
envelope 
submitted with 
this form or (4) 
a valid email 

address 

 Antelope Valley   Kern Sierra  North Bay  Santa Ana River 

 Eastern Sierra  Lake-Mendo  Pacific Crest  Sequoia 

 High Country  Los Padres  Redshank Riders  Shasta Trinity 

 High Sierra  Mid Valley   Redwood  Sierra Freepackers 

 Kern River Valley   Mother Lode San Diego  Sutter Buttes 

  Top of the State San Joaquin Sierra

  

 



Big Meadows
Horse Camp
Sponsors

Your unit pays the cost of maintaining and hosting the Big Meadows horse camp. We are seeking sponsors (8) in total that will 
be exclusive to the Business/Industry type. Sponsorships are $500 each per calendar year. Sponsors will be advertised on our 
web page, our facebook page, at the camp, and in our monthly newsletter. Please show your support to these sponsors. If you 
or someone you know would like to be a sponsor please contact Joe Kaminski at (559) 909-0505. If interested in being a camp 
host for this season, contact Jim Knabke at (559) 779-4715.

www.
visaliaidea.com

1921 E. Main St.
Visalia, CA 93292

PH 559-733-4149
FAX 559-636-3690

orders@visaliaidea.com

Dr. Karl J Pendegraft, DDS
 5415 w hillsdale vis 93291

559-733-1097

Available

Available

Available

 

Cathie Walker

Riddle Ranch

Clark's Leather Shop

559-999-9861



BACKCOUNTRY HORSEMEN

OF

CALIFORNIA

San Joaquin Sierra Unit

P.O. Box 25693
Fresno, CA 93729-5693

Objectives & Purpose of the Backcountry Horseman of California
From the BCHC Bylaws

•	 To improve and promote the use, care and development of California backcountry trails, campsites, streams and  
	 meadows; to advocate good trail manners.
•	 To promote the conservation and utilization of our backcountry resources in concert with livestock transportation.
•	 To keep the backcountry trails and forage areas open to horseman on all public lands.
•	 To keep current information before the Corporation membership and its local Units regarding new legis-lation or  
	 management plans related to government regulations of the backcountry.
•	 To support or oppose new proposals, plans and restrictions as related to the interest of horsemen and those persons  
	 interested in recreational stock use and enjoying the backcountry.
•	 To promote the interest of people who, due to health or physical factors, need transportation other than by foot on  
	 backcountry trails.
•	 To promote public awareness and interest in the historical aspect of horsemen and stock in the back-country and to  
	 help educate backcountry users on the ways to use the trail and foraged in a manner that conserves the  
	 backcountry resources.
•	 To assist in keeping the public informed of the vital need for a clean backcountry.
•	 To promote a working relationship with and keep the work and interests of the Corporation before our local, state  
	 and federal officials.
•	 To assist in the formation and continuation of local Units to carry out these purposes.


